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"Regardless of public dpinion §

opposing the actlions of the
Ku Klux Klan, the provislons
expressed- {n “the- " First

Amendment to the Constitu- 2

tion, protects their actions.

. . Quote
- of the Week —
-.“Prlvacy is
not a right but
- | preference.’?

C— Declan McCuIIagh
Journalis_t

Over twenty-five years ‘has passed

since the overturning of the US Supreme .

Ceurt decision in the ease of Roe v. Wade,
n 1873, It was a victory for women's righits
zetlvists nationwlde, and has (because of

its overruling ) prevented: countless un- |

winted pregnancies for many women.
. Now; a new era has begun in the
United Stateés with the recent FDAs ap-

proval of s long banned chemical abertion .

drug named RU-486 (also known as,
metpristone).” This drug ls the latest
chemical Innovation in fertiiity control,

‘which1s presently availakle in the US, for

trials and test distribution.

- RI7-486 was deve}nped in 1983 by a
French Professor, Etienne Balleu, for the
Roussel-Uclaf Pharmaceuticals, whose in-

tentions in developifg the drug were to

help indlyiduals {n forming their familiés,
and help humanity. The drug became

avaitable for wide spread usage in Francé. .

in'1988, and at the time anti-abortionists
groups ftom both the United States and
France had made various threats towards

| TRoussel-Ucelf pharmaceuticals. As a e~

sulf, the French Minister of Health had

temporarlly ordered to stop the prodne- *

tion of the drug.
These nntl-ahortionlsts also had an
impact on the pharmaceutical company

by threatening their opponent with aco-,

nomic reprisals if the company attempis
to market the drug in the United States.
This forced Roussel-Ucalf to make & state-

meéato the public, stating thas they have

no intention to market RU-488 outside
France. This was obvlously one of the
many reasons fhe ng had mich diffi-
culty in helng passed for approval of us-
age in the United States by the FDA,
Bince 1989, RU-488 has been legally in use
in Franee, but not without controversy.

- After #s re-introduction in Franoce,

"many physicians were reluctant to pre-

scribe RU-486 due.to the widespread op-

pesition among many French eltizens,

Even today RU-486 is the not the most
-widely used abortion method in France
because the French medical communities

. remain cautious in its usage, due to-many

potential side effects which are not widely
publicized By its supporters.
Is Ru-486 & magic bullet? The so

called Frenck anortlon pill involves the us-

age of not one, but two very powerful s¥n-

thetic hormones (m1fepristoue and
misprostol), in order to induce an abor-

_tion. This process involves at leagt. three

trips to the physiclan's office and a num-
ber of required bleod tests. Awomanun- |
dergoing this should not have any
contraindications such as; smoking, high
blood pressure, obesity to name a few, .of
which any r'a eombination of these along

- with the adminlstration of the drug cotld

prove deadly

Many documented side effects.outside
the above named contraindicaticns can
dlsc-oceur such as; nausea, vomiting, pel-
vic pain, spasm, excessive hemerrhage,
possible later damage to uberine struc-
ures. The entlre procedure ¢an take over
{wo weeks to complete azrid even then it is

‘sometimes determined that a surgical’

abortion is necessary, despite the power-
ful drigs. And finally the long term ef-
fects of this drug an'the female reproduc-
tivé system has undergone sufficlent stud-
ies and clinical trials to-warrant its wide-
spread usage, This mnay point to possible
fature problems in fertility Iater on, and
womien should be aware of the of the pos-
sible. cansequences prior to tﬂkmg this
method of abortion.

In my view RU-486 is not the maglo
bultet, but it is just another method of -
abartion, which has its dangers just as tra-
ditiongl surgical gbortions do. Women
should carefully exercise awareness before -
making a declsion to use RU-486, hecause

" of lts petential dangers,

The morning after drug should nob
be a replacement to traditional birth
control methods. If 2 woman does de-
cide touse thismethod, she should have

" a working level of comprehension before

declding it {s 2 more convenient method
of abortion. The magic lies not in the
pullét, but perhaps in preventlon inthe
first place. .

- Francine Perretta-Lishoa
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